
Dear [Salutation],

     After a serious injury, Justin’s faith helped him to go from “Why me?” to “How can I inspire 
others to never give up?” God has a plan for each of us, we need faith to help us strengthen 
our trust in Him.

     Justin has great memories of the Relic Chapel from his home-schooling field trip years ago. 
Around that same time, a young lady named Brittany visited the Shrine as part of a retreat. 
They believe that it was God’s plan for them to meet years later. You are never too young to 
visit the Maria Stein Shrine. Pilgrims of all ages visit the Shrine throughout the year and 
express how their lives have been touched. Thanks to the generous support of donors like you 
we are able to offer the Shrine experience to over 15,000 visitors of all ages each year.

     Fast forward to 2018, Justin was working full-time and purchased his first home. His spiritual 
journey continued with his involvement in a young adult group at the Shrine. At the same time, 
Brittany, while attending college, traveled home to meet with another young adult group at the 
Shrine, but their paths had not yet crossed. Justin and Brittany both appreciated learning and 
growing with young adult Catholic communities here at the Shrine.

     Only a year later, Justin’s life-changing injury occurred. He was transported via CareFlight 
to a hospital in Dayton. He suffered a brain bleed, and his caregivers were not sure if he would 
survive. Justin was put into a medically induced coma. While in the coma he had a stroke-like 
episode that would add challenges to his existing condition. The prayers of the community 
were plentiful, his parish held a prayer service with standing room only, and numerous 
prayers were offered, and candles lit at the Shrine. The outpouring of the community was a 
wonderful example of God’s love in action.
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Justin and his supportive siblings.
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     Justin’s injury was a challenge, but he remained open to what God had planned for his life.
Months later, the young adult Catholic community was planning a dance. Justin was very 
interested in attending but, was not sure if it was too soon to go out. Additionally, Brittany was 

interested in attending the dance, but she had a prior commitment and 
was not sure she would make it to the dance. With the odds against 
them, they both made it to the dance and in God’s time, they met one 
another. That same evening Justin said, “I am going to make you 
Mrs. Homan someday.” After the dance they began dating which 
included a face time call each night and Adoration at the Shrine with 
the young adult Catholic community. They appreciated this peaceful 
place where they could spend time in thought and prayer together.
     
     At times Justin would experience frustration with what had 
happened to him. Brittany offered encouraging support asking that 

Justin not allow this injury to define him and reminding him that was just one day of his life. 
Justin’s family noticed an inner joy in him when Brittany 
was around him. Justin’s body and spirit continued to 
strengthen. In February of 2022, Justin proposed to Brittany 
in the Adoration Chapel at the Shrine, and then in June the 
following year they were married. 

     Finally, Justin went from “Why me?” to “How can I 
inspire others to never give up?” God has a plan for each 
of us, we must trust in Him. 

     We invite you to come experience the Shrine and 
strengthen your faith. This sacred space is made possible by 
donations. Can we count on you for your Shrine support? 
There is an envelope enclosed for your convenience, or you 
may make your gift online at mariasteinshrine.org. 
God provides if we ask; we need to be open to His Will 
and say Thank You! 

God has big plans for you,

Mark Travis     Diana Russell
Executive Director    Director of Fund Development

We will pray for your special intentions at the Shrine: 

_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Know that you are being prayed for at the Shrine.
God has plans for YOU! May your heart and mind be open to His Will.

Mr. & Mrs.
Justin & Brittany 

Homan

Justin & Brittany 
Young Adult Dance


